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"The idea of putting Magisterial teaching in a beautiful display case while separating it from pastoral

practice, which then could evolve along with circumstances, fashions, and passions, is a sort of

heresy, a dangerous schizophrenic pathology.Â  I therefore solemnly state that the Church in Africa

is staunchly opposed to any rebellion against the teaching of Jesus and of the Magisterium. . . .Â 

The Church of Africa is committed in the name of the Lord Jesus to keeping unchanged the

teaching of God and of the Church."â€” Robert Cardinal SarahÂ In this fascinating autobiographical

interview, one of the most prominent and outspoken Catholic Cardinals gives witness to his

Christian faith and comments on many current controversial issues. The mission of the Church, the

joy of the gospel, the â€œheresy of activismâ€•, and the definition of marriage are among the topics

he discusses with wisdom and eloquence.Robert Cardinal Sarah grew up in Guinea, West Africa.

Inspired by the missionary priests who made great sacrifices to bring the Faith to their remote

village, his parents became Catholics. Robert discerned a call to the priesthood and entered the

seminary at a young age, but due to the oppression of the Church by the government of Guinea, he

continued his education outside of his homeland. He studied in France and nearby Senegal. Later

he obtained aÂ licentiateÂ in theology at theÂ Pontifical Gregorian UniversityÂ in Rome, followed by

a licentiate inÂ Sacred Scripture at the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum of Jerusalem.At the age of

thirty-four he became the youngest Bishop in the Catholic Church when John Paul II appointed him

the Archbishop of Conakry, Guinea, in 1979. His predecessor had been imprisoned by the

Communist government for several years, and when Archbishop Sarah was targeted for

assassination John Paul II called him to Rome to be Secretary of the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples. In 2010 Pope Benedict XVI named him Cardinal and appointed him

Prefect of the Pontifical CouncilÂ Cor Unum. Pope Francis made him Prefect of theÂ Congregation

for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments in 2014.
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God or Nothing is an interview of Robert Cardinal Sarah conducted by Nicholas Diat. Cardinal

Sarah is a Guinean Cardinal Prelate and Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and

Discipline of the Sacraments. He was previously Secretary of the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum (Human and Christian

Development). He was born in 1945 and entered seminary in 1957. Yes, you read that right. He

entered the seminary at age 12. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1969 (age 24), consecrated a

bishop in 1079 (age 34), and created a cardinal in 2010 (age 65) by Pope Benedict XVI. Not that I

had any doubts in Pope Benedict, but he made a wise choice picking Robert Sarah to become a

cardinal.In the beginning of this book Cardinal Sarah, discusses his childhood and village, how his

ancestors were all animists, and the missionary priests of the order of the Holy Ghost Fathers and

the impact they had on his village and him particularly. He also discusses the nurturing of his

vocation and what put him on the path to priesthood. After background on his early life and

ordination in the priesthood, we learn about his further studies in Rome, which included Latin,

Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. By studying these languages he felt, he was able to read and better

appreciate Scripture and commentary texts in their original languages. I agree wholeheartedly with

him, and it makes me wish I had more of an ability to picking up foreign languages. The really

interesting chapter to me was his opinion on all the popes during his lifetime, which so far spans

Pius XII to Francis.

Cardinal Robert Sarah was born in Guinea, West Africa (June 15,1945). His homeland has 12

million people (85% Muslim). After independence from the French in 1958, the country was ruled by



a communist dictator Sekou Toure who nationalized all the schools including the seminary where

Sarah was studying. He was ordained in 1969. Under Paul VI he was selected in 1978 to be

prepared to be the next bishop of the country since Archbishop Tchidimbo was imprisoned with no

hope of release inside the country. Pope John Paul II consecrated Sarah Archbishop of Conakry

diocese in 1979 and Tchidimbo was released and exiled. Five years later Toure died suddenly. On

his desk was a list of agitators to be eliminated with Archbishop Sarah at the top of the list. Pope

John Paul II called him to Rome to be Secretary of Evangelization of Peoples in 2001. Pope

Benedict appointed him President of Cor Unum â€“the organizing council for the churchâ€™s

international relief services. Pope Francis appointed him Prefect of Divine Worship and Sacraments

in November 2014. He was asked to write an autobiography but agreed instead to tell his story

through this 300-page interview with French journalist Nicolas Diat. Sarah is fluent in his local

mother tongue as well as French-the language of his education.The interview is reminiscent of the

1985 Ratzinger Report when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger gave his own less biographical but equally

penetrating insights into the State of the Church in a book length interview. Ratzinger taught with

measured eloquent responses about the meaning of liturgy, the loss of the sacred, the documents

of the Council and the continuity of the Council in Catholic history.
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